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Welcome to our second newsletter during our school closure. I hope you are all 
well.  Our students are now settling into their home learning with increased confi-
dence. I have been really impressed with the determination and self-management 
students have continued to show, particularly during week commencing 27th April, 
when almost all of our students completed up to ten online subject assessments so 
that teachers can assess their learning for Cycle C and gain insight into any 
knowledge and skills gaps that we need to address in our teaching. 
 
I appreciate that adapting to home learning whilst we are closed is tough. Please 
reassure your children that we recognise they may have not learned  everything in 
Cycle C as thoroughly through remote learning as they would have if we had been 
at school. They should not become demotivated if their assessments are not as 
strong compared with those in Cycle A and B, this is understandable given the cir-
cumstances. The important thing is that teachers know what students haven’t quite 
mastered yet, this will help us plan for the coming weeks in these unusual times.  
  
It would appear from the Prime Minister’s speech on Sunday, that secondary 
schools will not re-open until later in Term 6 for Year 10 and Year 12.  As soon as I 
have further clarification from the Department for Education , I will of course com-
municate the plan with you as quickly as possible. What is clear is that social dis-
tancing at school will be a priority. Please be assured that our plans will prioritise 
student and staff health and safety.  We will carefully review student assignments 
and assessments to provide us with an in-depth insight on how we may need to 
reshape our curriculum to support students to close any potential gaps in learning 
caused by the closure. 
  
Thank you to the staff for their contributions to this edition and their tireless ef-
forts to provide high quality home learning and support for students remotely. 
Thank you also to all our families who have shared their home learning journeys 
with us via all the uplifting photographs and updates. This period places huge de-
mands on families, but as a community the Stone Lodge collective re-
sponse has been immense. I could not ask for more!.  
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Please continue to send in 
your experiences of learn-
ing from home in pictures.  
If you have a hobby or any-
thing else you would like to 
share with our school com-
munity email the school of-
fice: 

office@stonelodgeschool.co.uk 



 My sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’ by Annabel Pitcher 
  
 

 
'Beautifully written, and 10-year-old Jamie's innocence and sweetness 
makes the book feel all the more poignant' 
The Guardian 
  
‘ A book that perfectly captures the world and its confusing issues from a 
child's point of view.’ 
The Book Trust 
  
‘…a powerfully honest, quirkily humorous debut novel' 
Publishers Weekly 
  

 
In Cycle D, Year 7 will be reading an award winning children’s novel about loss, prejudice and family rela-
tionships. 
  
During these unprecedented times I have been acutely aware of the uncertain and fearful emotions our 
young people are experiencing. Growing up, I was told time and time again that literature was how we learn 
about ourselves; stories are the best education you can receive. Indeed, I have heard myself repeat these 
words to Year 7 this year on more than one occasion. Being faced with such an extraordinary and uncertain 
time, I found myself re-evaluating what I have planned to teach in Cycle D. I realised that as a teacher I was 
faced with an opportunity to change my plans and select a book that could explore some of the issues our 
young people face today and in doing so help some of our students explore these ideas through the extraor-
dinary vehicle of literature. 
  
‘My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece’ explores the loss of a loved one through the eyes of a child who has not 
experienced loss before. Jamie is 10 years old and lost one of his older sisters when he was younger. He is 
faced with battling how people think he should feel and react, with how he actually feels, he is faced with the 
tragic impact this loss has on his family and on his ability to connect to those around him. It explores the 
impacts of terrorism on those left behind and the prejudice that develops as a consequence. 
  
Some of our students have sadly experienced loss during these last few weeks. Stone Lodge staff are working 
with all students to support them during such difficult times, providing them with opportunities to talk 
through their worries and fears, as needed. I can only hope that in reading this book it goes some way to 
helping our students explore any loss they experience and understand the emotions that they are feeling. 
And if nothing else, help us empathise with those who are experiencing the consequences of the fight our 
society is facing during these times. 
  
‘My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece’ is a brave book that delves deep into some key issues within our society 
today. I hope that in choosing to read this book with Year 7 this cycle, that we can begin to learn about our-
selves a little more, that we can learn more about the world we live in and be better people because of it. 
  
If there are any families that have experienced any loss in the recent weeks or any family situations that you 
feel the school should be aware of, please do let us know and we will endeavour to support you and your 
child through virtual 1:1’s and in any other way we can. 
  
 

 
 
 
Mrs Artmann 



Acts of Kindness 

STAFF FEATURE—MR NAYLOR 

  

A big hello from me! I like would to share some snippets of what I have been doing whilst working from home during 
this difficult time.  

I am aware that this is a stressful time for everyone, so I, along with the team have been trying to ensure that this period 
of transition has been made as easy as possible for everyone in the Stone Lodge Community. I have spent a great deal of 
time in online meetings with both staff and students. It is challenging meeting all the needs of all our students, but we 
are persevering to make learning as accessible as we possibly can. I have been very impressed with the tenacity of  our 
students when completing their assignments on Microsoft Teams.  I can assure everyone that the quality and volume of 
work we are receiving from students is excellent.  

During my leisure time, I have enjoyed a spot of reading. Mr Barnett kindly lent me his copy of a book called 
‘Cleverlands.’ This book explores how successful countries teach to ensure students learn in the most effective 
way. It has given me some great ideas that will help further the learning experiences of students here at Stone 
Lodge. 

Next on my reading list is the book on Mrs Artmann’s ‘Bookopoly’ about the man from 221b Baker Street… 

That is ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ You may ask yourself why I know his address before I even read the book? This is one of the 
questions that came up in my weekly online  family quiz. I imagine a few parents may be 
able to relate to an evening quiz on Zoom with friends or family. I sincerely hope no one 
else has had to endure a singing round . I recently had to sing a section of a well known 
song and the other teams had to guess the name of the artist and song. My rendition of 
Ronan Keating’s ‘You say it best, when you say nothing at all’ would not have seen me  
pass the first round of the X Factor, put it that way. 

Lastly, I have enjoyed actually spending some quality time with my 17-month year old son Riley. He is now 
able to repeat words that I say and is also obsessed with cars. We use our 1-hour exercise to go on walks from 
home where he shouts “bib bib” every time he sees a car.  I am hoping his next words are Pythagoras theo-
rem, but  I appreciate that may be slightly ambitious, so I imagine we will stick to saying animal names! 

 

Mr Naylor 

Last week the SLS staff received a surprise delivery— a 
thoughtful care package from the Senior Leadership 
Team.   

We can all do our bit to lift the spirits of our families, 
friends  and communities with little acts of kindness.  No 
act of kindness, however small ,will ever be wasted. 

Over the next couple of weeks, lets see what we can do 
make a difference… be sure to share what you do with 
us! 

 



  

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Well done to David A, Harley G, Sophia S and Alex H, who, along with several other students, received a congratulations 
card from the Head Teacher in recognition of their hard work and determination!! 

 

 

This week our Numeracy Leaders are going to be busy completing their first  
assignment on Teams to promote numeracy from home. I have tasked  the ‘Pi 
Badge’ team of  Numeracy Leaders with this week’s challenge of ‘Make Some 
Sums from Home.’ 

This involves students taking pictures of some household items with numbers on 
them and making them into a maths sum or even an equation. 

Here are a few examples, see if you can work out the answers to these problems. 

Numeracy Leaders 



FAMILY FEATURES 

  

So as the ‘Covid-19 lockdown’ enters into its 7th week, Jack is continuing with his home-schooling/learning with on-
going enthusiasm and positivity. As his mum I’ve been blown away with pride as I’ve watched him adapt so well and 
embrace all the challenges that this situation has thrown at him and although he is missing seeing his family, friends 
and teachers terribly – everyone is keeping in touch regularly on House Party or Zoom! 

Striking an equal balance between his school work and social activities hasn’t been too tricky 
for him either and I am pleased to say he has kept himself entertained by doing lots of activi-
ties including painting the garden fence with his Dad, cycling, playing football, making camps 
indoors or camping out under the stars in the back garden. Jack has even done a bit of sewing 
which I never thought I’d see! Jack has also, along with one of his brothers and football team, 
shaved off all of his hair, raising over £1300.00 for the NHS! 

As a family of 5 all isolating together we are muddling along relatively well, just like everyone 
else, hoping this will all soon be behind us, but also realising that we are very lucky to have 
each other and also extremely grateful for the all the frontline workers who are keeping the country going . . . . 

From Jack’s family 

Francesca is missing her friends but is working hard. In her spare time we have been 
making the most of the weather, walking, scooting and cycling.  
 
With the help of her sister they made this colourful tie dye in recognition of the NHS.  
 
We have also been doing our own science experiments too. The picture is of a dry 
marker and water that transfers to a tattoo.  
 
She has really impressed me with her willingness to work.  
 
However, she misses school!!!  
 
From Francesca’s family 



Microsoft Teams Top Tips 
  

How to ensure your work has been submitted correctly. 
How to submit your assessments on Microsoft Teams. 
How to submit a picture of handwritten work using your phone. 
Using teams on the desktop app rather than Office 365. 

  
a. How to ensure you have not submitted a blank word document. 

  how to add work to be submitted.mp4 

how to edit an answer document and upload.mp4 
  
b. How to ensure you have uploaded your assessment: 

 how to submit you assessment in forms using Microsoft teams.mp4 
 
c. How to upload a photo to OneDrive from your phone: 
 Download the One drive app: 
Watch the video below: 

how to upload photo to one drive.mp4 
  
once on Onedrive you put this onto teams using the add work from Onedrive section 
  
How to upload a photo to Teams directly from your phone: 
Download the Teams app to your phone: 
Watch the video below 

how to upload a photo directly to teams.mp4 
 
 d. Use teams on the desktop app rather than through office 365. 
How to download the desktop app in not already on your desktop: 

Click the link or type into browser:  
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/download-app 
  
OR google 'download Microsoft Teams' and click on the first link from the search bar. 
  

2. click  

3.click  
  

4.You will see this in the bottom left hand corner  
Once downloaded double click and follow the instructions to complete the installation. 

https://stonelodgeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mnaylor_stonelodgeschool_co_uk/EUaEuRZ8Ur9Ls0O9TpLPbkUBM17m6b1kLkTj9_dAY9CrRQ?e=TglS9v
https://stonelodgeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mnaylor_stonelodgeschool_co_uk/EcnX5f21QGVAiPaJHjKpKEEBhoWUfjALSjD50kCFWiXYaQ?e=rMLjez
https://stonelodgeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mnaylor_stonelodgeschool_co_uk/EY0gwB5KRQJBnoBthC579_sBaCsV_YTRC-ysCNnUW25g_g?e=lOh9aN
https://stonelodgeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mnaylor_stonelodgeschool_co_uk/EQ2eMCcR0SJGqtwVcBdEO1sBvnr7WGesNHtO8e2o32qv5w?e=sIloBb
https://stonelodgeschool-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mnaylor_stonelodgeschool_co_uk/EWk5jWuDTbdDk8Po3TfhRd0B5y_MdgG9FpqC6RkTdotHwA?e=0B3e8o
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/download-app


Examples of  our students great work! 

READING AMBASSADORS—WHO  GOT CAUGHT 
READING?? 

Beautiful sketch by Sofia S 



Our students’ working hard at home  

Knowledge Organisers 

The SLT has successfully delivered the majority of Cycle D Knowledge Organisers  (KO’s) to all  students 
over the  last couple of days, please ensure that you complete your homework as normal for each week. 

We will communicate how and when we plan to collect completed Cycle C KO’s by the end of this week. 

 

Keep safe and well. 

 


