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Welcome to our first, exclusive Stone Lodge Newsletter during our period of 
closure. These are incredibly difficult times, but I want to communicate with you 
as regularly as possible, to share all the good news and successes of your chil-
dren and our staff, despite all the challenges we face. I feel this is important 
because I believe with the right leadership, staff initiative and imagination and 
plenty of student determination and integrity our students can thrive in their 
learning whilst at home. The lessons will never be quite the same as those when 
we are all together in school, but we strive to make families lives easier by 
providing great learning resources and support for the students as we traverse 
this new terrain together for the first time.

Some of the what’s shared in this and future newsletters may feature again in 
the Endeavour MAT publication that goes out regularly, but I would like to do 
something extra, specifically for Stone Lodge families, that reflects all that con-
tinues to shine in our wonderful school community. From examples of students 
working hard and sharing their work, to staff features, top tips for online learn-
ing, the work of our excellent Reading Ambassadors and celebrating students 
who have shown the most determination on Century. All this news is important 
to share. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading, and wish you safe and well as we look forward to  
being back together as soon as the time is right. Please contact us if you have 
any questions or need support. Keep the good news and celebratory  
moments flowing in so that we can keep up the positive communication. 
 
Happy Reading… 

Mr Barnett 
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Please continue to send in 
your experiences of learn-
ing from home in pictures.  
If you have a hobby or some-
thing unusual you would 
like to share with our 
school community email 
the school office: 

office@stonelodgeschool.co.uk 

 



Top Tips for remote learning   
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Now this bit won’t usually be about me! I just thought I would kick off and share some 
news about what I have been up to whilst working from home. Future staff features will 
be coming from the other teachers and support staff in my team, who I know you would 
love to hear about.  
 
For me, well-being is hugely important at this difficult time. This period is stressful for 
all of us. I’ve been in remote online meetings with staff, our Chair of Governors, Mrs 
Lodge,  and our permanent building contractors to name but a few. I’ve been looking at 
how our staff can get the most out of Teams and how they bring their teaching into an 
online format that you can follow independently and that we can check effectively, How-
ever, I’ve also been taking part in the two things that I believe help with well-being the 
most: reading and physical exercise.  
 
I have now finished the book from Mrs Altmann's 'Bookopoly' competition that I started 
reading with several Year 7s before we had to close, 'Pig Heart Boy'. This is a powerful 
story about a boy called Cameron who needs a heart transplant, otherwise he only has a 
year to live. The only issue for him is that there is no human donor, and his only option is 
to undergo a controversial transplant using a pigs heart. This has never been done before 
and carries risks, but it is his only chance. The story is a fascinating tale of how a teenage 
boy and his family wrestle with morality, ground-breaking science, the media, and the 
stress of such a difficult decision. I would strongly recommend this book to our Year 7s. 
My son read it with me and couldn't put it down. My next stop is 'Lord of the Flies' by 
William Golding. If you are at home with your child a lot at the moment, bond over a 
book and read it alongside each other. It is a great way to encourage reading and have 
something new and interesting to talk about together. Reading for pleasure is the great-
est indicator of educational success. It is also proven to increase well-being! 
 
As you can see I have also taken up Yoga. This was inspired by some of Mr Ward’s online 
learning activities for Philosophy and Ethics. I've never felt better. It is only Yoga for 
Beginners on Sky Box Sets, but I'll work towards the advanced moves gradually (don't 
hold your breath!). 
 
In amongst all this I have also managed to get used to our Microsoft online learning plat-
form, Teams Assignments. I also signed in to see how the first interactive live online 
Mandarin lesson went on Wednesday. Really impressive! 

Always proof-read your work , before you submit it -include a date and a title.  Make sure you check your  

notifications to see if your work has been reviewed by your teacher. 

Please ensure that you upload all of your assignments through Teams Assignments.  If you are unsure or 

need further guidance on this please Ctrl & Click on the following link:  Teams Assignments 

Complete your work on the day of the lesson so that you don't fall behind. 

Check your school email account because if you have not viewed and submitted work this will be how your 

teachers will contact you to remind you to get it done. 

Mr Naylor will share more great tips for using Teams in the next newsletter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMi2uqEsuj8


Reading Ambassadors    
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Longest Study Time 

Elizabeth B 

Faith A 

Toluwanimi E 

Highest Ranked 

Jack H 

Oluwateniola M 

Bowthegan, S 

  
This week our Reading Ambassadors are going to be busy 
completing this first assignment on Teams to promote read-
ing for Stone Lodge School. I have tasked my team of 33 
Reading Ambassadors with this week’s challenge of ‘Get 
Caught reading’. 
  
You will all be aware that our Bookopoly competition is still 
underway with some amazing and detailed reviews being 

sent my way. It has been such a pleasure to read what our students think about the 
books and which books are more popular than others. Mr Barnett’s Bookopoly 
read  ‘Pig Heart Boy’ seems to be a frontrunner in the top 5 at the moment. I am 
sure he would like to say it is because he is reading it but, I am sure it is not just 
that! 
  
In next week’s blog you will see a range of pictures taken by my Reading Ambassa-
dors reading one of our Bookopoly reads in a different or unusual place. I am sure 
these will be really good fun and I am looking forward to receiving these in the 
next few days. 
  
Don’t forget, even if you are not a Stone Lodge Reading Ambassador, you can still 

join in the fun! My daughter Willow and even Mr Naylor have already got in-

volved! If you want to join the challenge send in your pictures of how you ‘Got 

Caught Reading’ and we can see how many we can include in our next blog. 

Please Ctrl & Click this link for our Year 7 Recommended Reads  

 

 

 

Mrs Artmann 

Mr Naylor tucking into Dracula at 

WGSB! 

My daughter Willow—reading her 

book upside down. 

Mrs Artmann reading Lord of 

the Flies out loud over the 

webcam to family 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

https://www.stonelodgeschool.co.uk/581/year-7-recommended-reads


Examples of  our students’ great work! 

FAMILY FEATURE 
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Millie has knuckled down and adjusted to her timetable with 
only the occasional wobble in the early days of being at home.   
 
Self-management and responsibility are characteristics that SLS 
promote in students and watching her set up every morning with 
little to no prompting from us and getting started on her school-
ing each day is something we know you would be pleased to see, 
we’ve even found her beavering away before we’ve started our 
day!  
 
Millie has 3 younger sisters who are at home as well and 2 are 
being schooled with her.  She has been found helping them with 
bits of their work a few times... just because she could.  
 
She is a great kid who, despite her own worries for several family 
members working in the NHS, including her mum, has shown 
growing maturity during this time of sudden and worrying 
change.  We are outrageously proud of her whole attitude in this 
awful season and can only imagine many parents feel the same 
about their children, and rightly so.  
 
Thank you so much to all of you for being so available to help 

and support with Millie’s learning, we honestly do not know where we would be without you.  We are not teach-
ers and are just trying to ‘hold the fort’ until it is safe for the children to return to school. We’re hoping it will be 
enough! 
 
She is missing the school, her peers and staff and is looking forward to seeing you all again when the time is 
right.  
 
We appreciate you all very much and hope you and yours are staying well. 
 
The Segar family 

An electronic  storyboard on Frank-

enstein by Libby, G 

Homework  by Olaoluwa,F 

Alien Invasion by Kadija, F 

Geography  & Engineering Mollie, M 

Great example of Frankenstein’s 

diary – even colour coded success 

criteria by David, A 



Our students working hard at home  


