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Appointment of Headteacher for Stone Lodge School 

Trustees are delighted to announce that a Headteacher has been appointed to lead Dartford’s 
latest academy for secondary aged students, Stone Lodge School. Following an incredibly tough 
selection process, we are able to confirm that the first Headteacher at the school will be Mr Gavin 
Barnett. Gavin grew up in Gravesend and lives in Greenhithe, so knows the area well. His passion 
and enthusiasm to lead a flagship non-selective school gave him an edge over the competition. 
Highly qualified with BA Hons; MA Ed; NPQH; and 18 years’ experience teaching in Kent and 
London secondary’s, with a decade's experience in senior leadership, Gavin brings a wealth of 
experience to the role. He has worked in both LA schools and large MAT academies and has a 
proven track record of securing rapid school improvement. He is currently Senior Vice Principal 
at the Harris Academy Orpington, where he has overseen a transformation in improving student 
outcomes. He is also a trainer of teachers, acting as lead trainer for the 'National Professional 
Qualification for Senior Leaders' programme. 

If you would like to find out more about Stone Lodge School, which is due to open September 
2019 and if you would like to meet Gavin face to face, please attend the next information evening 
scheduled for 6pm on Tuesday 16th October. This will take place at The Brent Primary School. 

  

Background 

Endeavour MAT was set up to help local schools in Dartford collaborate effectively and share 
resources, administration and specialist managerial skills and, of course, best teaching practice. 
The Trust includes selective and non-selective schools, single sex and co-ed. 
Endeavour MAT aims to help our students find their own individual pathway to success. Exam 
results, apprenticeships and university places are important, but we also understand the need to 
develop wider life skills, the communication abilities and confidence that will contribute to both 



job prospects and happiness. Integral to this is the ‘Endeavour Mindset’, the idea that ‘how’ we 
do things is as important as our overall strategic goals. Our schools of course have their own 
identities but share this Endeavour mindset, encouraging students to reflect and embrace 
challenges, learn from mistakes and develop the resilience essential in our rapidly changing world. 
This growth approach and on-going drive for improvement is shared by all Trust staff. 
 
Contact – Grace Wellcoat 01322 226351 ext 238 or 077969 54107 
 
Our Schools  

Wilmington Grammar School for Girls  

Wilmington Grammar School for Boys  

Wilmington Grammar Sixth Form  

Stone Lodge School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.endeavour-mat.co.uk/219/our-schools/academy/1/wilmington-grammar-school-for-girls
https://www.endeavour-mat.co.uk/219/our-schools/academy/2/wilmington-grammar-school-for-boys
https://www.endeavour-mat.co.uk/219/our-schools/academy/4/wilmington-grammar-sixth-form
https://www.endeavour-mat.co.uk/219/our-schools/academy/3/stone-lodge-school

